WILDBOY CREEK

in Washington’s Columbia River Watershed
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SKAMANIA, WASHINGTON - 3RD CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
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FUNDING

YOUR DOLLARS
AT WORK

. Federal: $6,531,213
. State/Local: $4,636,849

Private: $2,537,483
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Kwoneesum Dam is a 55-foot-tall, 425-foot-long rock fill embankment. Built in 1965, the dam
blocked fish access to 6.5 miles of highly productive habitat in Wildboy Creek, a tributary of
the West Fork Washougal River within the Columbia River watershed. The dam also prevented
the transport of natural sediments and woody debris and created a stagnant reservoir that
increased water temperature, thereby degrading habitat quality for native fish like coho
salmon, summer steelhead, and other aquatic species. Efforts to remove Kwoneesum began
with the Columbia Land Trust acquiring 1,288 acres of land, including the dam. The Cowlitz
Indian Tribe then removed the structure during the summer of 2024 and is now actively
working to restore Wildboy Creek and riparian habitat within the emptied reservoir footprint.

Cowlitz Indian Tribe was
awarded more than $6.5 million
in project funding from multiple
federal agencies, including
NOAA and NRCS.

This is part of more than $220
million awarded to 93 projects
in Washington by BIL-funded
programs supporting barrier
removal, as of July 2024.
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SALMON PASSAGE AND SPAWNING HABITAT
‘ \‘ - Restore access to 6.5 miles of upstream tributary habitat
TNV benefitting ESA-listed coho salmon and summer steelhead,

improve sediment transport and instream conditions
essential for fish spawning and rearing.

POLLUTION REDUCTION
t'l'& Eliminate a thermal pollutant, thereby improving water
- quality and creating a more favorable environment for
native salmonids.

FORESTRY

Conserve forested land around the creek, benefiting a
variety of wildlife species. Support the local economy
through responsible timber production.

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

“ As we work to restore the area to its
original state, we honor our ancestors:and
ensure that future generationS Will= S
continue to thrive'in harmonyawithithe tanc:

- William B, lyall,
COWLITZ INDIAN TRIBE GENERAL COUNCIL CHAIRMAN

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES OUTDOOR RECREATION
Restore native fish populations and Support commercial, recreational, Allow non-motorized public access
natural habitat within the ancestral and Tribal fisheries by enhancing fish ~ for activities such as hiking, hunting,
lands of The Cowlitz Indian Tribe populations and fishing
p
COMMUNITY PARTNERS A LARGE COALITION WORKING TO ADVANCE THE PROJECT
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Resources Legacy Fund (RLF), through its Open Rivers Fund program, supports local communities
\\\W// . to remove obsolete dams, modernize water infrastructure, and restore rivers across the
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American West. They also work alongside policymakers, Tribes, nonprofits, academics, and
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/M\\ business leaders to advance critical research, policy, and funding initiatives that accelerate the
pace and scale of river restoration.




