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Enloe Dam, Similkameen River: Enloe Dam is a defunct 290-foot-wide, 
54-foot-tall impoundment for a hydropower project built in 1916 that has not 
produced power since 1958. The dam blocks access to over 300 river miles 
of habitat in north-central Washington and British Columbia for steelhead, 
and spring and summer Chinook. Okanogan Public Utilities District owns the 
dam and recently attempted to reinitiate hydropower generation, but found it 
financially unfeasible. Groups are working to develop the best viable path for 
advancing dam removal, which would open extensive high-quality habitat in 
Washington and British Columbia, reestablish sediment transport to nourish 
downstream spawning beds, invigorate a recreation-based economy in an 
economically depressed region, and eliminate the continued economic burden 
on ratepayers of safely maintaining a century-old high-hazard dam in a rural 
county. The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation and the Lower 
and Upper Similkameen Indian Bands in British Columbia are actively involved 
in the effort to remove the dam. Through the Open Rivers Fund, Resources 
Legacy Fund is supporting Trout Unlimited and the Tribes’ work on the project, as well as NOAA Fisheries’ evaluation 
of the upstream habitat. The project is currently estimated to cost up to $51 million, depending on the sediment 
excavation and disposal plans, and federal investment may be requested. 

Kwoneesum Dam, Wildboy Creek: Kwoneesum Dam was built more than a half-century ago on Wildboy Creek in 
south-central Washington to create a lake at a Camp Fire Girls summer camp. The 425-foot-wide, 55-foot-high dam 
blocked a tributary to the West Fork of the Washougal River and impounded a nine-acre lake. The Camp Fire Girls 
sold the property in the 1980’s to an industrial timber company. In 2020, the Columbia Land Trust (CLT) purchased 
the 1,300-acre reservoir site to enable dam removal and sustainable timber harvest, an important economic driver 
for Skamania County. The Cowlitz Indian Tribe is managing the dam removal project. Removal of Kwoneesum Dam 
will open 6.5 miles of habitat for federally listed coho salmon and steelhead; improve downstream habitat with 
replenished sediment, woody debris, and cooler temperatures; and support the cultural practices of the Cowlitz 
Indian Tribe and their fishery restoration efforts. Open Rivers Fund is supporting CLT and the Cowlitz Indian Tribe 
in removing the dam, completed in October 2024. The project was supported by more than $9 million in state and 
federal funding, including approximately $5 million in Bipartisan Infrastructure Law funds awarded to the project 
from the NRCS Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and the NOAA Tribal Fish Passage Program. 
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Resources Legacy Fund (RLF), through its Open Rivers Fund program, supports local communities to 
remove obsolete dams, modernize water infrastructure, and restore rivers across the American West. 
They also work alongside policymakers, Tribes, nonprofi ts, academics, and business leaders to advance 
critical research, policy, and funding initiatives that accelerate the pace and scale of river restoration.



Nelson Dam, Yakima Watershed: Removal of the 180-foot-wide, 8-foot-high concrete Nelson Dam located 
upstream of the city of Yakima is an important element of the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan, an ambitious water 
supply reliability, fishery restoration, and climate adaptation plan supported by diverse interests. First built in the 
late 1800’s and rebuilt in 1985, Nelson Dam sat on the Naches River, an important salmon bearing river and the 
largest tributary of the Yakima River. Originally an agricultural irrigation project, the dam most recently diverted 
water for municipal use by some 8,000 Yakima residents. Prior to removal, rock, gravel, and sediment built up 
for several miles behind Nelson Dam, exacerbating upstream flooding of businesses, homes, and a road to the 
regional medical center. The City of Yakima and Yakima County worked together to remove Nelson Dam and 
replace it with a nature-like channel in 2022. The new structure allows continued diversion, and is better suited 
to public safety, river health, and recreation. The project is part of a complex plan to remove two other diversions 
downstream, consolidate all water withdrawals at Nelson, and replace leaky pipes. The result will be free fish 
passage throughout the year, a critical component of the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan and a prerequisite for 
the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation’s plan to reintroduce sockeye and summer Chinook to 
upstream reaches. Open Rivers Fund provided support for project design and permitting, stakeholder engagement, 
building public awareness, and construction. The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation supported the project, which 
eliminated their responsibility for the prior fish passage system. 

Olympic Peninsula Culverts: Coastal rivers on Washington’s Olympic Peninsula hold the promise of salmon 
swimming freely a century from now. These rivers have the most abundant and diverse wild populations of salmon, 
trout, and char remaining in the contiguous United States. Rivers of the Olympic Coast are home to 69 populations 
of salmon and steelhead and six populations of coastal cutthroat, including 50 percent of Washington state’s non-
endangered wild salmonid populations. The Olympic Coast is, and with effort will remain, a salmon stronghold. A 
critical threat to this effort is blocked access to high-quality habitat caused by culverts, structures built to enable 
roads to cross rivers and streams, typically installed without consideration of fish passage. Collectively, these small 
barriers create a big problem, with 504 culverts blocking 297 miles of habitat. Correcting 83 of the highest priority 
culverts—20%—adds 124 miles of habitat. Washington Tribes successfully asserted in federal court their right to 
hunt and fish under their treaties as a legal lever for forcing culvert remediation. Open Rivers Fund is supporting 
the Coast Salmon Partnership, Wild Salmon Center, Trout Unlimited, and the Olympic Coast Tribes (Hoh, Makah, 
and Quileute Tribes, and Quinault Nation) with the creation of a culvert removal prioritization tool, coordinated 
project development, and culvert removal. To date, these projects have secured more than $29 million in federal 
funds from NRCS, NOAA, USFWS, and DOT. 

Bateman Island, Yakima Delta: Built in 1939, an earthen and boulder causeway links Bateman Island with what is 
now the City of Richland at the confluence of the Yakima River and the Columbia River. The causeway—which runs 
550-feet-long, 50-feet-wide, and 40-feet-tall—is the responsibility of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) and 
provides access to the island, which is used as a park. The causeway blocks flow around Bateman Island from the 
Columbia River and Yakima River, creating a stagnant pool of water at the mouth of the Yakima River that warms 
in the summer and fall. The warm stagnant water creates a thermal barrier to sockeye migration, creates ideal 
conditions for exotic predatory fish, and enables toxic algal blooms and other invasive plant growth that impair 
water quality. Removal of the causeway is critical to the efforts of the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan in restoring 
salmon runs in the Yakima Basin, including the removal and replacement of Nelson Dam. In 2019, the Corps gained 
approval to begin the process to plan, design, and build modifications to the Bateman Island causeway under 
Section 1135 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1986. The Yakama Nation and the Confederated Tribes 
of the Umatilla are actively engaged as stakeholders in the 1135 process. The project is important to the Tribes’ 
cultural salmon restoration efforts. Open Rivers Fund is supporting the Mid-Columbia Fisheries Enhancement 
Group and Trout Unlimited in their effort to support the project. Construction is anticipated in 2026. 
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