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BACKGROUND: The Clark Fork Coalition (CFC) was founded in 1985 to protect and restore the Clark Fork River basin in
western Montana. CFC uses a science-based, partner-rich, and community-focused approach to ensure the basin's waterways flow
clear, cold, clean, and abundant, are restored from past harms, and are resilient in the face of emerging threats. Our primary
program areas include: (1) removing sources of pollution and protecting clean water resources; (2) restoring ecological function to
damaged and depleted streams, including restoring connectivity and passage; and (3) providing people with the tools they need to
be effective stewards of the basin's waterways.

PRrOJECT

The Upper Clark Fork River is a roughly 120-mile waterway that  ditches and pose safety risks to waders and floaters.
forms one of the key headwaters of the Columbia River Basin in  CFC, through partnerships with Trout Unlimited, state agencies,

the western U.S. Within this stretch, 27 miles of river were local conservation groups, and with funding from government
heavily impacted by agricultural activities over the past BIL-IRA programs and from organizations such as Resources
century, including eight mainstem irrigation diversions that Legacy Fund's Open Rivers Fund, has removed five of the
fragment aquatic habitat, reduce flow, and impede recreational  eight structures prioritized for removal, reconnecting

and fish passage on the Clark Fork River. These diversions, westslope cutthroat and federally threatened bull trout habitat,
which range from small push-up dams to full-spanning and restoring flows to this stretch of river during critical times
pin-and-plank style structures, also entrain fish in irrigation for fish spawning, migration, and recreational access.

KEY FACTS

¢ Over $1.7M in BIL-IRA funding leveraged matched with state and private support
e Over 40 miles of mainstem river reconnected

* Leveraged partnerships across state agencies, conservation NGOs, and the
agricultural community to complete these priority projects

* Strong ecological, recreational, and economic benefits to a heavily altered and
degraded section of headwaters habitat
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