
NOAA Fisheries' core habitat restoration programs—the Office of Habitat 

Conservation, Community-Based Restoration Program, Pacific Coastal Salmon 

Recovery Fund, and Atlantic Salmon Recovery Funding—have collectively 

achieved remarkable progress in supporting projects that restore and sustain 

fishery habitats managed by NOAA Fisheries, for species such as imperiled 

salmon and steelhead. 

As these important fisheries benefit, so do American communities. By supporting 

commercial, Tribal, and recreational fishing, removing safety hazards, improving 

watersheds, and rebuilding infrastructure to better withstand extreme weather, 

these programs have been serving communities and their watersheds for nearly 

three decades. NOAA Fisheries’ Restoration Atlas shows over 4,000 restoration 

projects across the country that have received funding and technical support 

from NOAA Fisheries. 

Dam and barrier removal are key strategies in restoring aquatic connectivity, 

which is essential for the survival of anadromous fish—species that migrate 

between freshwater rivers and the oceans as part of their lifecycle. These 

projects also enhance community and transportation safety as increasingly 

common extreme weather events threaten the structural integrity of outdated 

dams and undersized culverts.
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Congress gave a funding boost to these aquatic connectivity programs in the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act of 

2021 (IIJA) and specifically directed $400 million for dam and barrier removal projects through the Community-Based 

Restoration Program.

Transformational Habitat Restoration and Connectivity 
in Downeast Maine
In Addison and Columbia, Maine, NOAA Fisheries funding is 

enabling a broad collaboration of state, federal, and local 

partners, including the Downeast Salmon Federation, to 

replace a failing road crossing, conduct road raising, and 

relocate drinking and septic infrastructure to restore fish 

passage to the West Branch of the Pleasant River, which has 

been blocked since 1940.1 The project will reduce flood risk 

from storm surge, restore water quality, improve drinking 

water and septic infrastructure, improve transportation and 

road safety, enhance shellfish and lobster habitats, and restore 

fish passage for the endangered Atlantic salmon.2  

1 https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/data-tools/noaa-restoration-project?1149

Tulalip Fish Passage Collaborative in Washington
NOAA provided over $9 million to the Tulalip Tribe in 

Washington to remove multiple barriers to salmon and 

steelhead passage across the Stillaguamish and Snohomish 

River basins, including for the threatened Puget Sound Chinook 

salmon.1 This project will restore fish passage to more than 70 

miles of habitat, improve river crossing infrastructure, reduce 

community flood risk, and support the survival of economically 

and culturally important fish populations.2   

1 https://interagency-bil-fish-passage-project-1-fws.hub.arcgis.com/

For nearly three decades, NOAA’s aquatic connectivity programs have helped communities across the nation restore fishery 

habitat, improve the safety and function of their infrastructure, and protect the health of critical watersheds, benefiting both 

people and wildlife. The Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund alone reported to Congress removing 3,995 barriers to salmon or 

steelhead passage over its first 24 years. As IIJA funding expires in 2026, it is critical that Congress provides continued funding to 

ensure these programs can build on their success and address remaining community needs.
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Bottom, credit: McKenzie Watershed Council.

2 https://www.maine.gov/dmr/news/fri-07192024-1200-noaa-recommends-
funding-improve-flood-mitigation-water-quality-drinking

2 https://www.cantwell.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/cantwell_noaa_fish_
passage_grants_letter.pdf

* Total FY2026 funding levels calculated by adding the FY2026 appropriations and the annual IIJA supplemental 
amounts. For the Community-Based Restoration Program and Office of Habitat Conservation, we assumed the 
FY2026 appropriations total was split between the two programs.

PROGRAM

IIJA 
SUPPLEMENTAL 
FUNDING 
(FY2022-2026)

TOTAL FY2026 
FUNDING*

ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS 
(FY2026)

$108 MILLION  

$126 MILLION

HABITAT 
CONSERVATION 
AND RESTORATION

$172 MILLION
($34 million annually)

$99 MILLION  PACIFIC COASTAL 
SALMON RECOVERY FUND

COMMUNITY-
BASED
RESTORATION 
PROGRAM

OFFICE OF 
HABITAT
CONSERVATION

$57.7 MILLION
For both programs, under 

NOAA’s “Habitat Conservation 

& Restoration” budget line item

$65 MILLION 
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