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VERVIEW

As many as 60 million road-stream crossings and more than half a million dams

fragment rivers and streams across America, blocking wildlife passage and
putting communities at increased risk as a result of flooding and other safety
hazards. Since 1999, the USFWS National Fish Passage Program has focused on
improving aquatic life, removing these barriers, and reconnecting rivers and

streams, while providing increased safety and resources directly to communities.

The National Fish Passage Program is unique. First, it funds projects nationwide
without any geographic or species-specific restrictions. Second, it is
laser-focused on improving aquatic habitat connectivity, making it efficient,
effective, and results-oriented. Third, any entity or organization is eligible to
apply for project funding, including private landowners. Finally, it funds USFWS
biologists and engineers to provide technical and planning assistance for all
phases of projects, making projects feasible for both rural landowners and
communities.
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PROGRAM FUNDING

$600M —
FY2026 Program Appropriation:
$15 MILLION

$500M
IIJA Supplementation Funding
Authorization: saoom
$200 MILLION, OR $40
MILLION/YEAR (FY2022-2026) $300M
Year after year, the National Fish $200M
Passage Program has documented an
increasing interest, with requests in $100M
recent years totaling more than ten
times the funding available. 0

FISH PASSAGE SUCCESS STORIES

Barrier-Free Southeast Alaska

Before After
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Alaska Watershed Coalition
Salmon are the backbone of the culture and economy of
Southeast Alaska. The Barrier-Free Southeast Alaska Initiative
is restoring fish passage by removing dams and culverts across
Tribal, federal, and private lands. With $35 million in federal
funding toward a $50+ million effort, it has reopened over 35
stream miles while building Tribal and rural workforce capacity
through training and employment. The project also improves
flood resilience, protects infrastructure, and strengthens
communities against extreme weather—showcasing a
transformative model that unites Indigenous leadership,
habitat restoration, and
climate-ready infrastructure.

In Gustavus Alaska, funding
replaced an aging culvert with a
bridge as a part of a decade-long
push to reconnect ariver to
expand habitat for juvenile salmon
before they venture to the ocean.
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*The FY24/25 cycle was issued as a combined Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) covering both fiscal years.
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PROGRAM FUNDING AVAILABLE

Zena Creek Fish Passage Project, Idaho
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Aerial view of Zena Creek and Zena Creek Dam, which will be removed in 2026.

In Valley County, Idaho, the Zena Creek Fish Passage project is
a partnership between the National Fish Passage Program,
the Nez Perce Tribe, Trout Unlimited, and the US Forest
Service, which is restoring access to vital salmon and trout
habitat. With $145,000 in federal support, the project removes
a dam and spillway, recontours an impoundment pond, and
restores stream channels to maintain flow during low-water
periods. The effort reopens six stream miles for bull trout,
steelhead, Chinook, cutthroat, and rainbow trout—species
central to Nez Perce culture—strengthening both ecological

resilience and traditional livelihoods.

“Salmon are central to the Gustavus economy and lifestyles, and a
growing community needs safer and more-serviceable roads. Replacing
failing, fish barrier culverts at hazardous stream crossings with safe,

barrier-free bridges is a win for people and the environment.”

- Mike Taylor, Mayor of Gustavus


https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/data-tools/noaa-restoration-project?1149
https://interagency-bil-fish-passage-project-1-fws.hub.arcgis.com/

